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 belonging.
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Recommendations for policy and practice

Belonging is an existential 
 question and a personal 
right    for all children.

• Children experience exclusion and  
rejection in (pre)schools.

• Belonging is not articulated as a core  
principle in the educational system.

Educators should ensure 
that all children are  
included in peer groups.

• Educators often take children’s belonging 
for granted.

• Teaching for belonging is often an  
´ad hoc´ enterprise rather than an  
intentional goal included in the curricula.

(Pre)schools must adapt  
to  children regardless of  
their  diverse  backgrounds  
or needs.

• Children are expected to adapt to the  
(pre)school practices.

• Not all children and families receive the 
support they need.

Professional training  
should  provide educators with  
competences in  promoting 
children’s belonging.

• Educators and parents worry whether  
educators have competences for  
promoting all children’s belonging.

• Teaching for belonging is a neglected  
area in professional training of educators.

Politicians and decision- 
makers are responsible for 
conditions regarding  
children’s belonging.

• Curriculum guidelines do not provide 
frameworks for promoting children’s  
belonging.

• Educators and parents are concerned 
whether the structures and resources of 
(pre)schools support all children’s  
belonging.
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